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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This Office Action is in response to Amendment filed on date: 12/10/2004. 
Claims 1-16 are still pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-16 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3, 7-9, 11, 12 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Lutche et al. (US-2003/00831 10). 

Regarding claim 1, Lutche et al. disclose a method of transferring data in a 
device comprising a device body (fig. 1 , body 13 and see [0025]-0026]) and a device 
accessory (fig. 1, cover 14 and see [0035]-[0038]) having a functionality (fig. 4 and see 
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[0035]-[0038]), wherein the data comprises a sequence of data segments, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

conveying a ringing tone signal from the device body to the device accessory, 
wherein the ringing tone signal comprises a sequence of frequencies indicative of the 
sequence of data segments ([0028]-[0029]), 

receiving the ringing tone signal by the device accessory ([0028]-[0029]), 

retrieving in the device accessory the sequence of data segments from the 
received ringing tone signal based on the sequence of frequencies in the received 
ringing tone signal ([0028]-[0029]), and 

using the retrieved sequence of data segments for effecting the functionality, 
wherein the functionality is effected in a pattern based on the retrieved sequence of 
data segments ([0028]-[0029]). 

Regarding claim 2, Lutche et al. disclose the method of claim 1, further 
comprising the step of relating different frequencies or frequency ranges, to different 
data segments prior to the conveying step [0028]. 

Regarding claim 3, Lutche et al. disclose the method of claim 2, further 
comprising the step of arranging the related frequencies according to the sequence of 
the data segments for providing at least one part of the ringing tone, prior to the 
conveying step [0028]. 
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Regarding claim 7, Lutche et al. disclose the method of claim 1, wherein the 
device accessory comprises a device cover (fig. 1, cover 14 and see [0035]-[0038]). 

Regarding claim 8, Lutche et al. disclose a system for transferring data in a 
device having a device body (fig. 1, body 13 and see [0025]-0026]) and a device 
accessory (fig. 1, cover 14 and see [0035]-[0038]), wherein the device body is capable 
of providing a ringing tone signal comprising a sequence of frequencies [0028], and the 
device accessory has a functionality (fig. 4, cover 14 and see [0035]-[0038]) and an 
effecting mechanism to effect the functionality ([0028]-[0029]), and wherein the data 
comprises a sequence of data segments ([0028]-[0029]), the system comprising: 

a first mechanism (fig. 4, terminals 31-32 and see [0038]-[0040]), disposed in the 
device accessory, for receiving the sequence of frequencies indicative of the sequence 
of data segments ([0028H0029]); and 

a second mechanism (fig. 4, LED 27), disposed in the device accessory, adapted 
to retrieve the sequence of data segments from the received sequence of frequencies in 
the ringing tone signal ([0038]-[0040]), for allowing the effecting mechanism to effect the 
functionality of the device accessory in a pattern based on the retrieved sequence of 
data segments ([0028]-[0029]). 



Regarding claim 9, Lutche et al. disclose the system of claim 8, wherein the 
device is a mobile phone (fig. 1, cellular phone 11; and see [0026]), the device body is a 
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phone body (fig. 1, body 13 and see [0025]-0026]) and the device accessory comprises 
a phone cover (fig. 4, cover 14 and see [0035]-[0038]). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Lutche et al. disclose a mobile terminal (fig. 1 , cellular phone 
11; and see [0026]) having a phone body (fig. 1, body 13 and see [0025]-0026]) and a 
phone accessory (fig. 4, cover 14 and see [0035]-[0038]), wherein the phone body is 
capable of receiving an external signal from an external device [0028], and providing a 
ringing tone signal having a sequence of frequencies in response to the external signal 
[0028], and wherein the phone accessory has a functionality ([0035]-[0038]), which can 
be effected by a data having a sequence of data segments provided by the phone body 
([0028]-[0029]), the mobile terminal comprises: 

a first device (transducer power circuit 18), disposed in the phone body (fig. 1 , 
body 13 and see [0025]-0026]), for conveying the ringing tone signal to the phone 
accessory ([0028]-[0029]), wherein the sequence of frequencies indicative of the 
sequence of data segments [0028]; and 

a second device (fig. 4, LED 27), disposed in the phone accessory (fig. 4, cover 
14 and see [0035]-[0038]), for receiving the ringing tone and retrieving the data 
sequence from the received ringing tone based on the sequence of frequencies in the 
received ringing tone so as to allow the phone accessory to effect the functionality in a 
manner based on the retrieved data segments ([0028]-[0029]). 



Regarding claim 12, Lutche etal. disclose the mobile terminal of claim 11, 
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wherein the external signal is a call signal [0028]. 

Regarding claim 16, Lutche et al. disclose the mobile terminal of claim 11, 
wherein the phone accessory comprises a phone cover (fig. 4, cover 14 and see [0035]- 
[0038]) having the functionality ([0028]-[0029]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4-6, 10 and 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lutche et al. in view of Narinen et al. (US-2002/01 15456). 

Regarding claim 4, Lutche et al. disclose the method of claim 2 except wherein 
each data segment comprises two or more bits to form a bit pattern. However in 
analogous art, Narinen et al. teach each data segment comprises two or more bits to 
form a bit pattern [0053]. Since, Lutche et al. and Narinen et al. are related to the 
method for ring tones of cellular phone; therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the cellular phone 
of Lutche et al. as taught by Narinen et al. for purpose of "Accordingly, there is no need 
to provide identifiers for each characteristic. In another aspect, special instructions 
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(e.g., tempo changes and looping) for modifying ring tone data or other data are 
chained to a code word that contains the baseline (nominal) characteristics to maintain 
compatibility with telephones that do not recognize special instructions" (see Narinen et 
al.'s abstract). 

Regarding claim 5, Lutche et al. and Narinen et al. disclose the method of claim 
4. Narinen et al. further disclose wherein at least one of the frequency ranges is related 
to a repeating signal for indicating the repetition of a bit pattern [0053]. 

Regarding claims 6, 10 and 13, Lutche et al. disclose all the limitations of claims 
1 , 8 and 1 1 respectively, except wherein the functionality can be changed by a 
programming data having a further sequence of data segments and the sequence of 
frequencies is further indicative of the further sequence of data segments. However, 
Narinen et al. teach the functionality can be changed by a programming data having a 
further sequence of data segments and the sequence of frequencies is further indicative 
of the further sequence of data segments ([0048]-[0053]; also see [0001]-[0003]); 
therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the cellular phone of Lutche et al. as taught by Narinen et 
al. for purpose of "Accordingly, there is no need to provide identifiers for each 
characteristic. In another aspect, special instructions (e.g., tempo changes and looping) 
for modifying ring tone data or other data are chained to a code word that contains the 
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baseline (nominal) characteristics to maintain compatibility with telephones that do not 
recognize special instructions" (see Narinen et al.'s abstract). 

Regarding claim 14, Lutche et al. and Narinen et al. disclose the mobile terminal 
of claim 13. Narinen et al. further disclose wherein the external signal is a short 
messaging service signal ([0030]-[0032]). 

Regarding claim 15, Lutche et al. and Narinen et al. disclose the mobile terminal 
of claim 13. Narinen et al. further disclose wherein the external signal is a multimedia 
messaging service signal [0041]. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Huy Q Phan whose telephone number is 571-272-7924. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8AM-6PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kincaid G Lester can be reached on 571-272-7922. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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